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Gospel August
 Grapevine
“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, 

he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship
58362 Beech Road, Osceola, IN 46561 
shfellowship@att.net   |   574-679-4519

2026

Sunday Worship Service: 10am     |     Life Application Classes: 9am      |     Music Rehearsals: 8:15am 

As the long days of summer begin to wane, August 
naturally turns our attention toward preparation. We look 
ahead to new school years, busier calendars, and fresh 
schedules. Yet, transition seasons can also bring anxiety or 
the heavy weight of past mistakes. We often carry regrets 
from the first half of the year into the second.

The good news of the Gospel is that God does not operate 
on a school calendar or a fiscal year. His grace is not a 
limited seasonal offer.

The prophet Jeremiah reminds us of this ultimate comfort 
in Lamentations 3:22–23:

"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness."

Washing the Slate Clean
Think of God’s forgiveness like a pristine, unused 
chalkboard at the start of a school year. No matter what 
mistakes, broken promises, or regrets you accumulated 
over the spring and summer, Christ’s sacrifice completely 
erases the board.

God's mercy is not a reward for good behavior. It is a free 
gift driven by His love. When He forgives, He does not 
hold a grudge or wait for you to slip up again. He invites 
you to step into each new day unburdened by yesterday's 
guilt.

Stepping Forward in Grace
As we launch into a busy autumn, let us drop the heavy 
baggage of past failures at the feet of Jesus. Receive His 
forgiveness today. If there is a relationship in your life that 
needs healing, extend that same radical grace to others.

New Mornings, Infinite Mercy

Pastor Len Smith - lensmith@tkimail.com  |  574-535-4269

Let this month be a spiritual reset. God’s mercy is fresh this 
morning, tomorrow morning, and every morning to come.

A Prayer for Renewal
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your endless grace. We 
confess that we often carry the weight of past mistakes and 
anxieties about the future. Forgive us, and wash our hearts 
clean today. Help us to fully receive Your mercy so that we 
can freely extend it to others. As we face the busy season 
ahead, ground us in Your steadfast love. In Jesus' name, 
Amen.

Cindy Carlisle
Leadership Team Chair

Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team

On July 26, we’re going to the SB Cubs baseball game. 

On August 15, we will be hosting a Bonfire at 6pm in 
the woods behind the church. Join us for a great time 
of fun and fellowship. 
 
Blessings,
Melba Beckman, Team Leader
Sally Whitmer, Tracey Gordy, & Cheryl Frick



Community Meal
Wed., Aug. 22nd, 6pm

Serving:
Hot Dogs, Chips 

& Veggies

RSVP online: shfellowship.org/meal

Paper & Hygiene
 Products Pantry 

OPENS AGAIN 
Wed., Aug 12th, 6-7pm
Volunteers join us at 5:30pm

ALL donations appreciated

Sat., Aug 8th, 9am
Pancake Breakfast @ OC Music Festival

Sign up to volunteer in the SHF booth & 
spread Jesus in our neighborhood!

AugustAugust
7th, 8th, & 9th7th, 8th, & 9th

Fern Hunsberger Park Fern Hunsberger Park 
10964 Pierce St, Osceola, IN 4656110964 Pierce St, Osceola, IN 46561

Celebrate live, local music in OC's 
beautiful & updated Fern Hunsberger 

Park. 65 booths & 11 food vendors this 
year! FREE & family-friendly!

FREE!
All are welcome

*No Prayer Meeting or Bible Study August 30th



HOBBY NIGHT HOBBY NIGHT 
ON BREAK until Oct. 2ndON BREAK until Oct. 2nd

Upcoming Ladies Events
September 25th - 

Teacup Gnome Craft and snack event - 
you will need your own teacup. So, you 

can start shopping for one. (Cup and 
Saucer) The rest of the material for this 

craft will be provided for a cost.

October 18th (Sunday) at 2:00 pm - 
Sister Act 2 at the Learner Theater tickets 

will be $35- can reserve your spot now 
with Tammy. 

Please remember to save any small jars 
we can use for our Hot Cocoa mix in 

December.

Thanks, Tammy Victor 
- Ladies' Ministries Leader

We welcome all Seniors 60 years and better to 
join our program and access daily nutritional 

meals while increasing your socialization. 
(A person who is underage may attend with 

their age-eligible spouse present. They may not 
attend alone. A disabled dependent may attend 

with their age-eligible parent present.)
Meals are prepared fresh daily in the RS Kitchen.

Shepherd's Heart is open for this service 
each Monday-Friday, 10:00am-1:30pm, closed 

for holidays.

This is a donation-based program and your 
donation directly impacts the number of seniors 
we can help. We gratefully accept whatever you 

can comfortably afford. 

To make a reservation, please call or email 
our Site director, Grace Brubaker:

(574) 674-6503, osceolans@realservices.org 
Reservations must be made 2 days in advance.

We look forward to serving you!

REAL SERVICES  REAL SERVICES  
SENIOR MEAL SITE SENIOR MEAL SITE 

Real Services BINGO! Real Services BINGO! 
Every WednesdayEvery Wednesday
10:30am-11:30am10:30am-11:30am

Come and Have Fun!
Rules:

• Up to 2 cards only
• You can win as many times you bingo.
• You can pass your bingo winnings to 

another person.
• Come in late: Pick-up on the next game.

4 ways to win: 
A straight line (Horizontal, Vertical, or 

Diagonal) or Four Corners.

Donation Items would be appreciated!
(NOT used, Outdated items, Old, or Worn out)

Thank You! Site Director Grace
(574) 674-6503

SPA Women's Ministry HomesSPA Women's Ministry Homes
Presentation Sun., Aug 23rd, 9amPresentation Sun., Aug 23rd, 9am

during LAC Hourduring LAC Hour
Domestic violence, human trafficking, addiction, 
and abuse flourish right in our backyards. Painful life 
experiences get the best of everyone, and sometimes 
life becomes too much to navigate alone.

SPA (Spiritual and Personal Adjustments) is a one-year 
home & program dedicated to serving any women who 
need to put a pause on life and find healing through 
Jesus Christ. SPA offers live-in support, biblical 
counseling, case management and so much more. 
Come to the presentation on August 
23rd to hear more about the ministry 
and to be encouraged by testimonies of 
transformation and redemption.
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We have been busy planning some special events for 
everyone.

On August 30th, we will have a Hymn Sing at 5pm. 
Come join us for some great songs and even some 
snacks afterwards! Offering will be taken for Faith 
Mission.

On November 1st, we are hosting The Northmen and 
Cathy so make sure to mark your calendars!

This year we will be having a short Christmas Eve 
service at 6pm! More details to come!

Blessings,
Nicole Wilkins, Team Leader
Scott Hipsher, Rick Hipsher, Steve Frick, and Martha 
Lou Cary

Music & Worship Ministry Team

Back to School and Back to Violence?
by Pastor Len Smith

In recent years not only have violence and death been 
realities in many public and private schools, but our 
nation has also witnessed violent acts in our major 
metropolitan areas. Weapons have been used in 
elementary and secondary schools as well as at college 
and university campuses. When will the violence end? 
Or perhaps one needs to ask, where did violence begin?

The Scriptures record that the first murder was not in a 
city, but in a rural agricultural area. Genesis 4:8 records 
that Cain killed his own brother. Violence rapidly 
escalated on our planet. In fact the violence was so bad 
that in Genesis 6:11-12 we find this description: "Now 
the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of 
violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, 
for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways."

Violence continued to spread. David cried out for a 
stop to violence in Psalm 55:9 as he wrote: "Confuse 
the wicked, O Lord, confound their speech, for I see 
violence and strife in the city." Obviously, violence does 
not recognize any geographic boundaries.

In Proverbs 13:2 we notice a description of one type 
of violent person: "…the unfaithful have a craving for 
violence." Many people who are spiritually needy, and 

do not have a craving or a desire for the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His Word in their lives, are prone to violent 
acts.

Clearly it is not God’s desire to even view any type 
of violence. Why are our media screens filled with 
violence? Apparently we purchase the products from 
the advertisers that sponsor these programs. So, 
the visual cycle of violence goes on and on. Why do 
we purchase computer games that often captivate 
individuals through the depiction of artificial violence? 
The prophet Ezekiel put it like this in Ezekiel 45:9: "…
Give up your violence and oppression and do what 
is just and right." I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 
pleads with us today as well to just give it up.

Is there any hope recorded in God’s Word concerning 
violence?  Throughout history there have been many 
examples of how God has protected His people.  Psalm 
72:12-14 records: "For he will deliver the needy who 
cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help.  He 
will take pity on the weak and the needy and save 
the needy from death. He will rescue them from 
oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in 
his sight.” Even in foreign lands missionaries have told 
miraculous accounts of how they have been delivered 
or rescued from violence.

There will be an end to violence some day. All forms of 
violence will end. International, national, rural, urban, 
educational, political, and even domestic violence 

will cease. The Church 
of the Brethren has been 
historically known as a 
peace church, yet some 
congregations over the 
years have been victims 
of non-violent strife. Yet 
we will still endeavor to 
follow Jesus, peacefully, 
simply, and together. May 

we anticipate the time when the Prince of Peace, the 
Lord Jesus Christ shall return to rule our planet.  The 
Prophet Isaiah wrote, in Isaiah 60:18-19: "No longer 
will violence be heard in your land, nor ruin or 
destruction within your borders, but you will call your 
walls Salvation and your gates Praise.  The sun will 
no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness 
of the moon shine on you, for the Lord will be your 
everlasting light, and your God will be your glory."



Christian Education Ministry Team
Life Application Classes
Below is the summary of our current Life Application 
Classes being offered on Sunday mornings at 9:00AM. 
If you are not currently attending one of these classes, 
please know that you are always welcome. If you have 
any questions, please contact anyone on the Christian 
Ed team. 
• Be One of Us class is studying God Never Gives Up 
on You by Max Lucado. 
• The Willing Workers class is starting the book - 
"Esther - A Woman of Strength & Dignity" by Charles 
R. Swindoll..
• The Young Adult class is studying a book by John 
MacArthur titled: GENESIS 1-11 "Creation, Sin, and 
the Nature of God."
• Senior High Youth continue weekly Bible trivia and 
working through “Talk Sheets” based on passages from 
the Gospels. 
• We currently have Life Application classes for both 
Lower and Upper Elementary.
• And thanks to Tracy Gordy we now have a Nursery 
Teacher if needed! 

 We are grateful for all the teachers who are committed 
to preparing weekly lessons, Biblical studies, and 
discussions.  

Sunday Evening Bible Study
Pastor Len is leading a verse-by-verse Bible study 
on the book of Hebrews. The Bible study meets each 
Sunday evening from 5:00-5:45 in the Be One of Us 
class area. All are welcome to come any time you can 
make it. 

This month I want to draw your attention to some of the 
books that have recently been donated to our library by 
John Baker. Thank you, John, for your donation. This is 
a partial list. Stay tuned for the rest of them next month!
	 Books by Perry Stone (20-ST):
		  The Revelation Generation
		  The Judas Goat
		  The Final Cipher & the Return of Christ
		  Breaking the Jewish Code
	 Books by Johnathan Cahn (20-CA):
		  The Mystery of the Shemitah
		  The Dragon’s Prophecy
		  The Josiah Manifesto
You will find all of these in the non-fiction (20) area on 
the right clear down by the window.

As we continue to highlight the DVDs located on the 
shelf to the left as you enter the library that were used 
back when we were doing Movie Night, this month 
I want to list some of the Bible 
characters that we have 
stories of on DVD:  
Moses, Ruth, Daniel, 
One Night with the 
King (Esther), Joseph 
– King of Dreams, and 
Samson.

These DVD’s have been 
placed in the library for anyone to take for viewing, but 
you do not need to check them out like a book. Just 
take, view, and return for others to view.  You are on the 
honor system! 

Your Librarians:
Marcia Troup & Pat Gordy

August Library Update

DVDs and CDs for Sale
Tthe library receive new donations of some CDs and 
DVDs - on the table with the books that are for sale in 
the hallway. Suggested donation $1.00 each.

As always, we invite your input. Give us your ideas, 
suggestions, areas of interest, and we welcome 
volunteers to lead or participate. 

Jeff Tuholski, Team Leader
Marcia Troup & Denise Tuholski

Pastor Len is available by appointment Wednesday 
Evenings - Sundays. Please call or email to schedule:
lensmith@tkimail.com; 574-535-4269 
The church office is open Mon/Wed/Fri, 9am-Noon.

Here is a preview of messages in August:
8/2 - Psalm 95:1-7  “Intimacy”       
8/9  - Psalm 96:1-13  “Proclaim His Salvation”   
8/16 - Psalm 98:1-9  “Joy” 
8/23 - Psalm 116:1-19 “Praise”  
8/30 - Psalm 119:1-24  “Open Our Eyes”  
  
Vern Beckman, Team Leader
Nicole Wilkins & Nate Wilkins

Pastoral Relations Ministry Team



		  	

Everence Update
Everence Foundation gave over 

$128 Million in 2025
In 2025, Everence clients donated a record-
breaking $128,643,940 to more than 4,600 
different organizations through Everence 
Foundation. Sixteen percent of charitable 

distributions went to local church congregations 
across a variety of denominations – fueling 

ministry and outreach in the communities our 
clients care about. Another 16% of giving went 

to mission and relief organizations that are 
serving people and living out the gospel around 

the world. Supported organizations include 
Mennonite Central Committee, Goshen College, 
Mennonite Disaster Service and Global Disciples 
US. Everence Foundation is 100% donor advised, 

meaning all gifts go to organizations at the 
direction of our clients. 

 (from Toolkit, summer 2026 issue)

 Marcia Troup
Stewardship Advocate

Paper and Hygiene Pantry 
In July we passed out 50 bags of Pantry supplies to our 
neighbors, and friends from Real Services. We were 
glad to have Henry Hipsher come out and help greet 
and serve, bringing lots of smiles and thank yous from 
our neighbors!!

Mission of the Month
EYN continues as our mission for August.EYN, the 
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria, continues to 
be ravaged by the militant group Boko Haram. To 
support this ministry mark your giving envelope 
EYN.

Community Meal 
Our Community Meal in July is Sloppy Joes and 
Cowboy Beans! Many thanks to Vern and Melba for 
volunteering this tasty treat! Tammy Victor is serving 
Brats, Hot dogs, chips and veggies for our August 
Community Meal. Join us for good food and great 
fellowship!!

Osceola Music Festival 
The Music Festival is August 7th, 8th, and 9th. We'll 
have crafts for the kids, and prize drawings for the 
adults. And, we need your HELP!! The festival runs 
from 5pm Friday to 3pm on Sunday. Look for a sign 
up sheet in the Narthex to volunteer!!

Denise Tuholski, Team Leader
Jeff Tuholski & Katie Hipsher

Missions & Evangelism Ministry Team

St. Margaret's House is a low-barrier day center 
in downtown South Bend that provides women 
and their children with a safe, welcoming place 
to meet immediate needs while building a path 
toward greater stability. The organization offers 
nutritious meals, showers, clothing, toiletries, 
mail and technology access, and a safe place to 
rest. Beyond these essentials, staff work one-on-
one with women to connect them with housing, 
employment, healthcare, benefits, and other 
community resources. St. Margaret's House also 
fosters healing through educational classes, 
wellness programs, art, parenting support, 
spiritual discussion groups, and a strong sense 
of community, empowering women to regain 
confidence, develop new skills, and move toward 
healthier, more independent lives.

Support St. Margaret's & learn more online at 
stmargaretshouse.org.

St. Margaret's House

Join us in ministry! Assist to bring song, 
connection, & message to our beloved 

neighbors at these two facilities:

Elkhart Place 
Thurs., Aug. 20th - 2pm

2024 Co Rd 24, Elkhart, IN 46517

Milton Adult Day Services 
Thurs., Aug. 27th - 2:15pm 

111 Sunnybrook Ct, South Bend, IN 46637



Hands of the King 
Many of us have known what it feels like to be lost, 
broken, hungry, and completely out of hope. I was in 
that exact place myself, time and time again - until the 
day I found this church with the help of my grandma. 
Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship and their abundance of 
food was only surpassed by the overwhelming care, 
love, and genuine concern they showed me. The 
church wants everyone to know that you do not have 
to carry the burdens alone. Hands of the King is here 
for you, ready to welcome and support our entire 
community.

 Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” I used 
to think I had to carry my burdens alone. But I learned 
that asking for help is not a weakness - it is a sign of 
true strength. 

The scripture tells us in Jeremiah 29:11 that God has 
a plan for all of us to prosper, to give us a future filled 
with hope. Through Hands of the King, I see the higher 
good of Jesus’ love in action. The Lord knew exactly 
what I needed to get on my feet, and I want everyone 
to know that those same open hands and that same 
hope is available to you, too.

I want to express my deepest gratitude for your 
incredible support of this ministry through Shepherd’s 
Heart Fellowship. You are not just providing resources 
- you are actively being the hands and feet of Jesus. 
Your generosity allows us to turn hunger into hope and 
brokenness into strength, and I am profoundly grateful 
for your partnership in this mission.

Sending you our thanks and blessings. 

Hands of the King Committee
Jess Gordy, Katie Hipsher, Brent Zumbrun

C   A   M   P      M   A   C   K    
O  
R   
N  
E  
R   

Thank you for supporting Camp Mack this summer! 
Upcoming Events: 
August 2–4 Grand Camp: Grandparents and 

grandchildren (ages 5 to 10) get to enjoy 
camp together for two nights. 
$200/grandparent, and $140/grandchild. 
Meals, lodging, and fun and meaningful 
camp activities are included.  

August 7–9 Young Adult Camp! Check out an 
opportunity to spend time with your 
previous camp friends. Stay connected 
with each other and with Camp Mack. 
(Register at scindcob.org/yacdonate) 

August 14–16 Colony Family Camp: With fun and 
fellowship for the whole family, this 
weekend is about relaxing and having fun 
at camp with friends and family. Bring 
your RV or tent or use one of Camp’s 
cabins. Bring food and bedding. Families 
of all ages are welcome. $120/family, or 
$50/person age 21+. 6p Fri to 1p Sun.  

August 15 Sailing 101: Learn techniques and skills, 
then head out on Waubee Lake for some 
practical experience. 9a–3p. Boating 
beach at Camp Mack. $35 per person 
includes lunch. Ages 12+. Bring 
sunscreen, a towel, a swimsuit, and water 
shoes or sandals. You will get wet.  

August 29 Older Adult Retreat Day: Come for a 
day of fellowship and fun with new and 
old friends. Enjoy some time away at 
camp! 10a to 3p. Lunch and snack 
included, as well as activities. Join us! 

Sept.4–7 Labor Day Family Camp: Experience 
camp together as a family. Lots of fun 
camp activities, group worship, age-
divided classes, and more. $110/family 
for the full program (with options for 
other packages), plus fees for lodging 
and meals. 6p Fri to 1p Mon. 

Register for the above events at campmack.org (unless 
otherwise specified). Those under 18 need to be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Thank you for your continued support! We are sincerely 
grateful that you volunteer, donate, and pray.  
Prayer Requests: Pray for the summer staffers as they 
begin to depart camp for their next adventures. 

 

August 
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Website: http://www.campmack.org 
Phone: 574-658-4831 | Email: info@campmack.org 

 

New Subscribers This Year



Worship ServiceAugust's
Ministry Volunteers

Children’s Life Application Class Teacher Schedule
Early Elementary (4yrs-pre-K)- Cheryl Frick
Elementary  (K-5th grade)  - Denise Tuholski

Youth Leader (6th grade-1st year college) - Jeff Tuholski
Attendance Schedule   - Sally Whitmer

Prelude/Offertory	
8/2	 Teresa
8/9	 Cindy
8/16	 Donna
8/23	 Teresa
8/30	 Martha Lou
	
Projector	
8/2	 Katie
8/9	 Nicole
8/16	 Jayden
8/23	 Katie
8/30	 Nicole
	
Livestream			 
8/2	 Scott
8/9	 Nate
8/16	 Scott
8/23	 Jayden
8/30	 Scott

Sound	 			 
8/2	 Ron W
8/9	 Ron W
8/16	 Ron H
8/23	 Ron W
8/30	 Nate

Chorister	
8/2	 Steve
8/9	 Steve
8/16	 Steve
8/23	 Steve
8/30	 Steve

Praise Team
8/2	 Rick, Marcia, (Donna)
8/9	 Steve, Marcia (Teresa)
8/16	 Rick, Dawn (Donna)
8/23	 Steve, Dawn (Teresa)
8/30	 Rick, Jack (Donna)

Praise Prayer 
8/2	 Jeff
8/9	 Marcia
8/16	 Jeff
8/23	 Steve
8/30	 Jeff 

Worship Leader 
8/2	 Cindy
8/9	 Denise
8/16	 Marcia
8/23	 Steve
8/30	 Cindy 
 
Greeter - Door A 
8/2	 Fred
8/9	 Denise
8/16	 Vern
8/23	 Melba
8/30	 Phil 
 
Greeter - Door B 
8/2	 Sally
8/9	 Jeff
8/16	 Melba
8/23	 Vern
8/30	 Scott 

Welcome Center 
8/2	 Tammy
8/9	 Sally
8/16	 Jeff
8/23	 Sally
8/30	 Denise 

Stewardship 
8/2	 Ron & Donna - Ed
8/9	 Ed
8/16	 Ed & Fred - Cindy C
8/23	 Ed & Fred - Cindy C
8/30	 Fred & Sally - Marcia 
 
Nursery 
8/2	 Sally
8/9	 Tracey
8/16	 Denise
8/23	 Cheryl F
8/30	 Marcia 
 
Bible Fun Day 
8/2	 Denise
8/9	 Marcia	
8/16	 Katie
8/23	 Pam
8/30	 Tracey 
 
Message 
8/2	 Len Smith
8/9	 Len Smith
8/16	 Len Smith
8/23	 Len Smith
8/30	 Len Smith
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