“I am the vine; You are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him,

3 &
% he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” John 15:5 ?

Sunday Worship Service: 10am | Life Application Classes: 9am | Music Rehearsals: 8:15am
Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship Check our Website: www.shfellowship.org
58362 Beech Road, Osceola, IN 46561 Like us on Facebook: facebook.com/shfellowship

shfellowship@att.net; 574-679-4519 Subscribe to our YouTube channel: youtube.com/@shfellowship
Pastor Len Smith - EMAIL: lensmith@tkimail.com; 574-535-4269

Green Growth of May

May might be one of my favorite months and not because flourish. This May, consider these three ways to nurture

it's my birthday month, but, as a lot of you know, I was born your "new growth":

on Memorial Day. So I have told my parents that I get the 1. Clear the Weeds: What distractions are choking out

whole weekend to celebrate my birthday (LOL). your peace? Sometimes growth isn’t about adding more
to our schedules, but clearing out the "weeds" of worry or

I look forward to planting flowers and seeing the green comparison.

grass and just enjoying the newness of everything. 2. Soak in the Light: Just as plants turn toward the

sun (phototropism), we thrive when we turn toward what
is good, true, and beautiful. Make time
for daily reflection or a quiet walk to
"recharge your batteries."

3. Celebrate the Small Sprouts: You
don’t need to be a giant oak tree by May
31st. Celebrate the small victories—a
kind word spoken, a moment of
gratitude, or a difficult task finally
started.

But going back to Green Growth of May:
Tending the Garden of the Soul. If April is
the month of unpredictable showers, May
is the month of the “Great Unfolding”
Everywhere we look, the world is trading
its dusty browns for vibrant electric
greens. In the garden, the seeds we buried
weeks ago are finally breaking through the
soil, proving that life was working beneath
the surface even when we couldn't see it.
But May isn’t just about the grass and the
trees, it’s a profound metaphor for our
own lives.

A Season of Promise

May reminds us that nothing stays buried
forever. The "long winters" of our lives
eventually give way to spring. As you

The Beauty of the Breakout watch the world turn green this month,
In nature, "new growth" is often a bit messy. A sprout has take a moment to breathe in the fresh air and thank God
to physically crack its shell and push through heavy dirt to for the new beginnings He is planting in you.
reach the light. In our spiritual and personal lives, growth
often feels the same way. It requires us to break out of old The best is yet to come.
habits or "shells" of comfort that no longer fit who we are
becoming. Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of a new
month. As I step into May, I invite Your presence to go
If you feel a bit of "growing pains" this month—perhaps before me. Fill my heart with hope, my mind with peace,
a new challenge at work, a call to be more patient with and my spirit with strength. Help me to walk in faith, not
family, or a push to deepen your prayer life—remember fear, and to trust Your timing for the growth in my life.
that the tension is a sign of life. You aren't breaking; you are Amen
blooming.
Submitted,
Tending Your Inner Garden Cindy Carlisle

A garden left to itself will grow, but a garden tended will Leadership Chair



Men's Breakfast

WorShlp with us or In the Shepherd's Heart Fellowship Hall

watch services LIVE online
Sundays @ 10am Sat., May 9th, 9am

(send us your email to get reminders & links) All Men welcome for breakfast & devotions.

R RN NN N —

Paper & Hygiene

Products Pantry |- I
1T OPENSAGAIN
Wed., May 13th, 6- 1|1m

Volunteers to pray & pass out hags -
joinus at 5:30pm

ALl donations appreciated

T T T T

soup & Salad Meal
All welcome! Join us for a free meal &
fellowship around the table.

Sat., May 16th, 5:30pm

Join us in ministry! Assist to bring song,
connection, & message to our beloved
neighbors at these two facilities:

Elkhart Place

Thurs., May 21st - 2pm
2024 Co Rd 24, Elkhart, IN 46517

Milton Adult Day Services
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Prayer Me

etln S
Sundays, 6:00 ‘ g

m :30pm

HOBBY NIGHT
Fri., May 1st, 6pm

Bring a small snack to share and your own
drink. All are welcome and bring a friend!

Thanks, Tammy Victor

. 1 Thurs., May 28th - 2:15pm
LadIeS May EVEI‘It 111 Sunnybrook Ct, South Bend, IN 46637
Thurs.,May7th@6pm ...O.......:.........
&P We are having a salad supper and Commumty Meal

fellowship time on May 7th. Bring a Wed., May 27th 6pm

!
salad to share and let's have some Serving:

Mexican Meal ;;
All are welcome! B5& |
Please rsvp @ shfellowship.org/meal

; by wearing your favorite Hat!
Thanks Tammy Victor
- Ladies' Ministries Leader




Music & Worship Ministry Team

As we approach Mother’s Day, I encourage you to reflect
on how mothers lead with a quiet kind of courage.

Their days are filled with unseen acts of service: prayers
whispered late at night, encouragement offered at just
the right moment, and love given even when the well
feels empty. In Scripture, we're reminded that “she
speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her
tongue” (Proverbs 31:26). That wisdom shows up in
countless ways—shaping homes, nurturing faith, and
guiding hearts toward Christ.

I'm especially grateful for the mothers who sing loudly,
even when they’re tired and who model worship not

just through music, but through lives surrendered to
God.

Mother’s Day can also be tender. Some are grieving,
longing, or remembering. On this day, we hold space
for every story, celebrating with joy and walking gently
with those who carry pain. The beauty of the church

is that we are one family, called to “rejoice with those
who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn” (Romans
12:15).

Every Sunday, as we lift our voices together, may our
songs be a blessing—offered in gratitude for mothers, in
honor of their love, and in praise to the God who uses
their faithfulness to shape generations. May you feel
seen, valued, and deeply loved.

With gratitude and joy,

Nicole Wilkins, Team Leader

Scott Hipsher, Rick Hipsher, Martha Lou Cary, and
Steve Frick

Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team

On April 26 we had a carry-in after Worship before our
Spring Congregational Business Meeting.

On May 16, we will be hosting a Soup & Salad meal
at 5:30pm. Please come & join us for good food &
fellowship.

Blessings,
Melba Beckman, Team Leader
Sally Whitmer, Tracey Gordy, & Cheryl Frick

The Grass is Growing!
A new sign up sheet is posted (bulletin
board outside the furnace room) for anyone
who wants to volunteer to mow the church

property this year. Thanks for the many
helping hands that trim & keep our church
home looking sharp!
-Property Ministry Team

Shepherding Team
We just had our Love Feast on April 2nd around 20
came out and took part in this meaningful service.

Our next meeting is May 17th at Jeff & Denise
Tuholski’s house.

If you need anything, please reach out.

Phil Carlisle, Shepherding Team Char
Cindy Carlisle, Teresa Smith, Jeft & Denise Tuholski

REAL SERVICES
SENIOR MEAL SITE

We welcome all Seniors 60 years and better to
join our program and access daily nutritional
meals while increasing your socialization.

(A person who is underage may attend with
their age-eligible spouse present. They may not
attend alone. A disabled dependent may attend
with their age-eligible parent present.)
Meals are prepared fresh daily in the RS Kitchen.

Shepherd's Heart is open for this service
each Monday-Friday, 10:00am-1:30pm, closed
for holidays.

This is a donation-based program and your
donation directly impacts the number of seniors
we can help. We gratefully accept whatever you

can comfortably afford.

To make a reservation, please call or email
our Site director, Grace Brubaker:
(574) 674-6503, osceolans@realservices.org
Reservations must be made 2 days in advance.
We look forward to serving you!
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Pentecost

by Pastor Len Smith

Acts 2:1 informs us that When the day of Pentecost
came, they were all together in one place. On May 24,
2026, Christians around the world will again have the
privilege of celebrating a special birthday. They will be
celebrating the birthday of the church of Jesus Christ
in the city of Jerusalem that occurred during the year
AD 30. It is my desire that each of you will be found
with one accord in one place on Pentecost Sunday for
Biblical instruction, praise, thanksgiving, singing, and
worship. Pentecost Sunday is also a time for us to reflect
on the work the Lord Jesus Christ has for each one

of us as a part of His body on this planet in our local
congregation.

According to The Brethren Encyclopedia Pentecost
eventually became a Christian observance for the
seventh Sunday following Easter. The early Annual
Meetings of the Brethren were nearly always scheduled
around Pentecost Sunday. During the early recorded
conferences, Pentecost Sunday was set aside for worship
and a love feast. Business meetings were not a part

of activities on Pentecost Sunday. In fact the Church
of the Brethren usually continued to hold its Annual
Conferences at Pentecost until 1917! Today, the Old
German Baptist Brethren usually continue to follow the
practice of meeting at Pentecost for their conferences.

Pentecost Sunday 2026 again will be a time for all
Christians to recognize the potential of the ministry

of the Holy Spirit in the life of individual believers

and in the life of the local congregation. On the first
Pentecost Sunday the Apostle Peter preached a Holy
Spirit empowered message. On that same day according
to Acts 2:41 “Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day”

Let us never forget the special power available to each
child of the one and only true and living God. As Christ
said in Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.
At Pentecost, after just 120 believers prayed in an upper
room, they found their lives were changed forever as
they were filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Not only were their lives changed, but 3,000 believers

in Christ were added to that congregation in just one
day! May each of us anew appreciate the gift of the Holy
Spirit given to God’s children on Pentecost and be ever

more faithful witnesses to the power of the Good News
of the Lord Jesus Christ found and declared in the
Holy Bible.

Pastoral Relations Ministry Team

Pastor Len will be on Vacation May 31st -June 6th.
Pastor Len is available by appointment Wednesday

Evenings - Sundays. Please call or email to schedule:
lensmith@tkimail.com; 574-535-4269

The church office is open Mon/Wed/Fri, 9am-Noon.

Here is a preview of messages in May:

5/3 - Psalm 22:1-2 - “God’s Silence”

5/10 - Genesis 29:31-35, 30:17-21 “Leah:An Unloved
Mother”

5/17 - Psalm 25:1-10 “Fear Factors”

5/24 - Genesis 47:13-27 "Taxes, Socialism, and Servitude”
5/31 - TBD - Brent Freel

Vern Beckman, Team Leader
Nicole Wilkins & Nate Wilkins

va Everence Update
o0Q

Everence Federal Credit Union now offers free
debit card round up, an optional feature that
allows members to save money every time

they make a purchase. When enabled in online
banking, each transaction made with an EFCU
debit card is rounded up to the nearest dollar,

and the difference is automatically transferred to

a savings, checking, or money market account

selected by the member. It’s a simple way

to watch your savings grow with everyday

purchases. To learn more, reach out to your local
branch or visit everence.com/banking.

Our local branch of Everence Financial Credit
Union is located at 1301 College Ave., Goshen, IN.
Phone number is 574-533-9513. Check it out!

Marcia Troup
Stewardship Advocate




Christian Education Ministry Team

Life Application Classes
Below is the summary of our current Life Application

Classes being offered on Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM.
If you are not currently attending one of these classes,
please know that you are always welcome. If you have
any questions, please contact anyone on the Christian Ed
team:

* Be One of Us Class is studying God Never Gives Up on
You by Max Lucado.

o The Willing Workers Class is now studying Max
Lucado's book "Every Day Deserves a Chance."

« The Young Adult Class is studying a book by John
MacArthur titled: GENESIS 1-11 "Creation, Sin,
and the Nature of God”

« Senior High Youth continue weekly Bible trivia and
working through “Talk Sheets” based on passages
from the Gospels.

» We currently have Life Application classes for both
Lower and Upper Elementary.

» We have a Nursery teacher.

» We are grateful for all the teachers who are committed

to preparing weekly lessons, Biblical studies, and

discussions.

Community Bible Schools
Pastor Len, Teresa, Denise and Jeff supported and

participated in two Easter Good News clubs led by Child
Evangelism Fellowship. The programs were conducted
on March 25th at Twin Branch Elementary School and
April 1st at Hums Elementary. In all we had 30 children
participate in 2 hours of Bible teaching, songs and
games. The result was that eight (8) children confessed
and accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior!

Pastor received the family's names and contact
information from CEF and contacted each family

to invite them to our Easter service and April 26th
Friendship Sunday. We will also invite each child to our
VBS on June 20th. CEF will also lead the VBS and the
theme will be Soccer Party Club.

Sunday Evening Bible Study
Pastor Len is leading a verse-by-verse Bible study on the

book of Hebrews. The Bible study meets each Sunday
evening from 5:00 to 5:45 in the Be One of Us class area.
All are welcome to come any time you can make it.

As always, we invite your input. Give us your ideas,
suggestions, areas of interest, and we welcome volunteers

to lead or participate.

Jeff Tuholski, Team Leader
Marcia Troup & Denise Tuholski

May Library Update

This month I want to draw your attention to a newly
donated book: Fresh Start by Joel Osteen (20-OS).

“God loves to give people fresh starts. No matter what
your present circumstances look like, today is a brand
new day, and God wants to give you a fresh, new vision
for your life and your relationship with Him." In FRESH
START: THE NEW YOU BEGINS TODAY, bestselling
author Joel Osteen provides practical insight and
encouragement to help you stay connected with God

so you can receive His strength and be empowered to
accomplish all that He has for you.

As we continue to highlight the DVDs located on the
shelf to the left as you enter the library, let’s look at
Footprints: “Just because you had a bad past doesn’t
mean you can’t have a great future! Desperate to put the
past behind him, David struggles with the everyday task
of simply living. Facing what would become his greatest
challenge, accepting the love and forgiveness for his
past, he searches for ways to earn acceptance from those
around him. Finally, losing -

his closest companion and r‘ -y
friend—a German Shepherd f ﬂ”é? t
name d Sm okey, b ecame too Angsls zire raal. Sl hav‘e furs
much. His dog had been the?h“

one friend who had never
left his side and had always
accepted him for who and
what he was. Devastated,
David found himself in the
one place he feared most. Alone. A place God never
intends any of us to be” Follow his story as he adopts
Cadie, who had been abused and neglected from birth
and see how “God does his greatest work.”

You do not need to check out DVDs like a book. Just
take, view, and return for others to view.

If you donate something to the library, PLEASE tell
one of the librarians about it. That way if we need

to communicate about it, we know who to contact.
Thanks.

Your Librarians,
Marcia Troup and Pat Gordy



Missions & Evangelism Ministry Team

Hands of the King

Food Table

The missions team supports the food table in the
main hallway and encourages anyone who is in need
or knows of anyone in need, to feel free to take food
from this table. Also, we count on donations to keep
the table supplied. Please consider adding a couple
items to your weekly grocery shopping to bring in for
the table. Thank you!

Paper and Hygiene Products Pantry

In April we distributed 38 sets of paper and hygiene
pantry supplies. Many thanks to our faithful
volunteers and to all our church family who donate
money and products to our ministry now in its 9th
year!

Community Meals
In April Tammy Victor served chef salad and

breadsticks. In May, Grace Brubaker from Real
Services has volunteered to host and serve a Mexican
meal. If you are interested in volunteering to provide
an upcoming community meal, please see Jeft or
Denise with any questions about planning and
preparing a meal, and being reimbursed for expenses.

Osceola Memorial Day Parade

We are planning once again to participate in the
parade, providing entertainment with our Praise and
Worship team. This year we really need to have more
walkers to go alongside our float to pass out candy
and flyers for our VBS. A sign up sheet will be out in
April and if you have any questions, please see anyone
on the Missions Team.

Mission of the Month

Our supported mission for May and June is the
Carroll family and Life Action Camp. Life Action
Ministries was founded in 1971 to spark spiritual
change in families, churches and nations. In 2010
Dave and Amy joined Life Action Camp, where Dave

has pursued a calling to help men grow closer to Jesus.

To support this ministry mark you're giving envelope
for the Carroll family.

Denise Tuholski, Team Leader
Jeft Tuholski & Katie Hipsher

In Zimbabwe, a young patient struggling with his
mental health took his own life because he couldn't
afford the bus fare to the hospital for treatment.
Distressed, Dr. Chibanda tested ways to make treatment
more accessible. "Friendship Bench" was born, a
program where therapists sit on discreetly placed
benches, ready to counsel people with needs. And

who did he train as therapists? Grandmothers! In an
interview, Dr. Chibanda shared "[Grandmothers] are
rooted in their communities ... they have an amazing
ability to ... make people feel respected and understood.”

Just as Dr Chibanda saw the influence and compassion
of grandmothers to make a difference in mental
healthcare in Zimbabwe, may God open our eyes to
see the strengths of each person. God has gifted each
of us with unique experiences, resources, and talents
(Roman's 12:6). Let's allow him to use us in building up
the church and serving our community.

-POH FANG CHIA - Our Daily Bread Ministry

SEEKING AN ADDITION TO THE COMMITTEE

We are in need of some specific gifts for this ministry,
mainly behind-the-scenes administrative assistance!
We are seeking a caring individual who can be sensitive,
extremely confidential, and who has a heart for our
community. Someone who can help in discernment
for care, log committee activity & finances, write
reports, attend Leadership/Business meetings, and
communicate well. Please pray and consider if God has
equipped you for this ministry. We know if God calls
SHF to this ministry, He is already preparing the right
person.

Thanks & Blessings,

Hands of the King Committee
Brent Zumbrun, Jenn Adams, Katie Hipsher, Jess Gordy

St. Margaret's House

Because of their building renovation project, they
cannot accept clothing donations at this time.
Construction is expected to take at least 12 months.
St Margaret's IS accepting & needing the following:
« Diapers/pull-ups in sizes 4, 5 & 6 + baby wipes

* Toiletries: shampoo & Conditioner, lotion, body
wash, deodorant

« Sanitary pads (light, medium, heavy)




Children’s Life Application Class Teacher Schedule
Early Elementary (4yrs-pre-K)- Cheryl Frick
Elementary (K-5th grade) - Denise Tuholski

Youth Leader (6th grade-1st year college) - Jeft Tuholski
Attendance Schedule - Sally Whitmer

Prelude/Offertory Praise Team Welcome Center

5/3 Cindy C 5/3 Rick, Marcia, Sue (Donna) 5/3 Tammy

5/10 Donna 5/10  Steve, Tammy, Marcia (Teresa) 5/10  Sally

5/17 Cindy C 5/17  Rick, Dawn, Sue (Donna) 5/17  Jeft

5/24  Teresa 5/24  Steve, Marcia, Dawn (Teresa) 5/24 BZ

5/31 Martha Lou 5/31 Rick, Sue (Donna) 5/31 Denise

Projector Praise Prayer Stewardship

5/3  Jayden 5/3  Jeft 5/3  Fred & Sally - Marcia
5/10  Katie 5/10 Tammy 5/10  Fred & Sally - Marcia
5/17  Jayden 5/17  Jeft 5/17  Steve & Cheryl - Martha Lou
5/24  Nicole 5/24  Steve 5/24  Steve & Cheryl - Martha Lou
5/31 Katie 5/31 Jeft 5/31 -

Livestream Worship Leader Nursery

5/3  BrianH 5/3  Cindy 5/3  Sally

5/10  Nate 5/10  Denise 5/10  Tracey

5/17  Scott 5/17  Marcia 5/17  Denise

5/24  Jayden 5/24  Steve 5/24  Cheryl F

5/31  Scott 5/31 Cindy C 5/31 Marcia

Sound Greeter - Door A Bible Fun Day

5/3  RonW 5/3  Fred 5/3  Denise

5/10  Ron W 5/10  Denise 5/10 Marcia

5/17  Nate 5/17  Vern 5/17  Katie

5/24 Ron H 5/24 Melba 5/24  Melba

5/31 Nate 5/31 Phil 5/31 Tracey

Chorister Greeter - Door B Message

5/3  Steve 5/3 BZ 5/3  Len Smith

5/10  Steve 5/10  Jeft 5/10  Len Smith

5/17  Steve 5/17 BZ 5/17  Len Smith

5/24  Steve 5/24  Vern 5/24  Len Smith

5/31 Steve 5/31 Scott 5/31 Brent Freel
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