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Gospel OCTOBER
 Grapevine
“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, 

he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship
58362 Beech Road, Osceola, IN 46561 
shfellowship@att.net   |   574-679-4519

2026

Sunday Worship Service: 10am     |     Life Application Classes: 9am      |     Music Rehearsals: 8:15am 

As the summer heat fades and the beautiful autumn leaves 
begin to show, our schedules always seem to get a little 
busier. With school routines, new church programs, and 
fall activities in full swing, it is easy to get caught up in 
our own daily checklists. Sometimes, we might even try to 
carry all of our tasks and worries completely by ourselves.

But God never intended for us to walk through life—or 
faith—alone.

In the Bible, the book of Ecclesiastes gives us a beautiful 
reminder of why we need each other. Chapter 4, verses 9 
through 12 says: "Two are better than one, because they 
have a good return for their labor: If either of them falls 
down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who 
falls and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down 
together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep 
warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can 
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly 
broken."

King Solomon wrote these words to show that living and 
working alone is lonely and weak, but working together 
brings joy and safety. Let's break them down:

Verse 9: "Two are better than one, because they have a 
good return for their labor."
• Working together gets more done.
• Think of two people lifting a heavy log. Alone, it is too 
heavy. Together, the job is fast and easy.
• For the Church: When we pool our talents, we can serve 
our community much better than we ever could alone.

Verse 10: "If either of them falls down, one can help the 
other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help 
them up."
• Friends rescue us when we stumble.

Better Together: The Power of 
Community This Fall

Pastor Len Smith - lensmith@tkimail.com  |  574-535-4269

• Roads in ancient times were rocky and dangerous. If a 
lonely traveler fell and broke a leg, they were in big trouble. A 
partner could pull them up and carry them to safety.
•For the Church: Life brings hard times like sickness or 
sadness. We need church friends to pray for us and lift our 
spirits when we feel low.

Verse 11: "Also, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm. But how can one keep warm alone?"
•  True community brings comfort.
•  Desert nights in Israel get freezing cold. Travelers shared 
blankets to use their body heat to stay alive.
•  For the Church: The world can feel cold and harsh. Being 
around fellow believers warms our hearts and keeps our faith 
alive.

Verse 12: "Though one may be overpowered, two can defend 
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken."
•  There is safety in numbers, especially with God.
•  Thieves often attacked lonely travelers. Two people could 
fight back. Even better, a single thread snaps easily, but weave 
three threads together, and it becomes a super-strong rope.
• For the Church: The "third strand" in a Christian friendship 
is God. When two people build a friendship with God at the 
center, that bond cannot be easily broken by tough times.

Take a few moments this week to think about these questions 
or discuss them with a friend:
• Where can I help? Who in my life or church community 
has "fallen down" spiritually, emotionally, or physically right 
now, and how can I help them up?
• Where do I need help? Am I trying to carry a heavy burden 
alone instead of letting my church family share the load with 
me?
• How strong is my cord? In my closest friendships and 
family relationships, how can we make God a more active 
"third strand" in our daily lives?

Cindy Carlisle, Leadership Team Chair



HOBBY NIGHT HOBBY NIGHT 
Welcome Back Nacho NightWelcome Back Nacho Night
Friday, Oct. 2nd, 5:30pmFriday, Oct. 2nd, 5:30pm

Paper & Hygiene
 Products Pantry 

OPENS AGAIN 
Wed., Oct. 14th, 6-7pm
Volunteers join us at 5:30pm

ALL donations appreciated

Sat., Oct. 10th@ 9am
@ Shepherd's Heart Fellowship Hall

Ladies Ministries 
'Sister Act 2' @ Learner Theater               
Tickets are $35 - Reserve your Spot Now!

Sun., Oct. 18th @ 2pm

We are back on! Join us for dinner and We are back on! Join us for dinner and 
hobbies - RSVP to bring an hobbies - RSVP to bring an 

ingredient to share for Nachos.ingredient to share for Nachos.
Thanks, Tammy VictorThanks, Tammy Victor

Love Feast - Sun., Oct. 4th, 6pm
*No Bible Study or Prayer Meeting this night 
Our Love Feast includes a modest meal, songs, prayers, 
devotion, communion, and foot/hand washing. It not 
only offers a unique way 
to remember and honor 
Jesus at the Last Supper, 
but also allows us to 
humbly model Jesus' 
act of service to His 
disciples. It's a gathering 
of fellowship, love, and thanksgiving where we thank and 
praise Jesus for His sacrifice. "This do in remembrance of 
Me." (Luke 22:19)

SundaysSundays

Leadership Team MeetingLeadership Team Meeting
Thurs., Oct. 8th, 6:30pmThurs., Oct. 8th, 6:30pm

Friendship Celebration! 
& Carry-in Lunch

Bring your friends and a dish to share for a 
morning of worship! Stay for a delicious lunch.

Sun., Oct. 11th @ 10am

TRUNK OR TREAT 2026
Sign up to decorate a trunk 
at the community Trunk or 

Treat hosted by Cruz Family 
Funeral Homes. Join us at 

Fern Hunsberger Park:
202 N Lamport St, 
Osceola, IN 46561

Sat., Oct. 24th, 11am-2pm



Community Meal
Wed., Oct. 28, 6pm
Serving:

Poatato Bar 
& Salad

RSVP online: shfellowship.org/meal

We welcome all Seniors 60 years and better to 
join our program and access daily nutritional 

meals while increasing your socialization. 
(A person who is underage may attend with 

their age-eligible spouse present. They may not 
attend alone. A disabled dependent may attend 

with their age-eligible parent present.)
Meals are prepared fresh daily in the RS Kitchen.

Shepherd's Heart is open for this service 
each Monday-Friday, 10:00am-1:30pm, closed 

for holidays.

This is a donation-based program and your 
donation directly impacts the number of seniors 
we can help. We gratefully accept whatever you 

can comfortably afford. 

To make a reservation, please call or email 
our Site director, Grace Brubaker:

(574) 674-6503, osceolans@realservices.org 
Reservations must be made 2 days in advance.

We look forward to serving you!

REAL SERVICES  REAL SERVICES  
SENIOR MEAL SITE SENIOR MEAL SITE 

Real Services BINGO! Real Services BINGO! 
Every WednesdayEvery Wednesday
10:30am-11:30am10:30am-11:30am

Come and Have Fun!
Rules:

• As many cards as you want.
• You can win as many times you bingo.
• You can pass your bingo winnings to 

another person.
• Come in late: Pick-up on the next game.

Many ways to win: 
A straight line (Horizontal, Vertical, or 
Diagonal) or Four Corners, + more!

Donation Items would be appreciated!
(NOT used, Outdated items, Old, or Worn out)

Thank You! Site Director Grace
(574) 350-8120

FREE!
All are welcome

LADIES: 
Please remember to save any small jars we can 
use for our Hot Cocoa mix in December. Save 

rubber bands, too.
Tammy Victor - Ladies' Ministries Leader

Congregational Business 
Meeting & Carry-in Lunch
Stay after worship for lunch with friends and 

contribute to the biggest meeting of the year - 
members vote on budget and new leadership 

for 2027 while everyone gets updates from each 
Ministry Team.

Sun., Oct. 25th after Worship

COMING FALL & WINTER EVENTS

11/1 Northmen and Cathy presenting music @ 
10:00am

11/15 prayer card Sunday

11/22 Congregational Thanksgiving Dinner 

11/29 First Sunday of Advent

12/3 Leadership Team Mtg

12/5 Cookie Walk & Craft Sale Fundraiser 
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HOW WILL YOU WALK THIS FALL?
by Pastor Len Smith

Many individuals enjoy walking for exercise. Others 
walk because of the health benefits. Still others like 
to walk during the fall to personally view the radiant 
beauty of the changing colors exhibited by the leaves 
of the trees found in Northern Indiana or Southern 
Michigan.

Ephesians 5:15-16 give us some direction for our 
spiritual walk and life: "See then that ye walk 
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil." The Apostle Paul 
was inspired by God to write these words to the First 
Century Church at Ephesus. This church would have 
been made up of many local congregations which met in 
individual homes. Some church growth experts believe 
that the concept of the “house church” may be making a 
comeback in the USA in the future. In several nations of 
our world, believers still need to meet in private homes 
due to government persecution.

The Apostle Paul advised the Ephesian believers 
to walk carefully. We all realize how valuable time 
is today. We often feel we just do not have enough 
time to accomplish what we should each day. We are 
cautioned here to redeem or make the most of every 
positive opportunity our spiritual walk affords us. I 
believe that if we walk wisely, we will avoid some of the 
detours that some people take which result in ruined 
lives. Often there is a horrible price to pay when we 
take the wrong detour as we walk through life. There 
are consequences when we are not walking along the 
path of life demonstrated by the Lord Jesus Christ. A 
detailed knowledge and application of the Scriptures 
act as a detection devices to warn us to stay away from 
dangerous detours.

Every detour or sin begins in the mind. Individuals 
do not fall into sin, rather they think their way 
into sin. How many sixty-second decisions have 
been detrimental to a person’s spiritual walk and 
development? Some of the detours people take are a 
result of ungodly friends, humanistic thinking, sensual 
living, lust, and outright rebellion against God and all 
human authority.

Individuals stray from the trail or path Jesus wants 
them to walk on when they neglect corporate worship, 

personal prayer, and the study of God’s Word. Once 
they are walking on the wrong road they lose their self-
control, establish the wrong priorities in the walk of 
life, and listen to human words instead of God’s Word 
and the standards for walking that the Lord so clearly 
proclaims. Once a person chooses to disobey the 
Scriptures, he or she no longer walks in the fear and 
respect of the Lord, their Creator.

This fall you do not need to let the evil days trip you 
up as you walk. You can carefully take a wise walk as 
you practice forgiveness, get God’s brilliant perspective 
from the Scriptures, clean out your mind, and ask the 
Lord Jesus for the desire and the strength to follow His 
directions as you walk every day.

Pastor Len will be on vacation until 10/3. 
Len is otherwise available by appointment Wednesday 
Evenings - Sundays. Please call or email to schedule:
lensmith@tkimail.com; 574-535-4269 
The church office is open Mon/Wed/Fri, 9am-Noon.

Here is a glimpse at the coming messages for October:
10/4  Psalm 119:65-72  “Affliction’s Lessons”
10/11  Proverbs 27:5-19  “The Value of Friendship”
10/18  Psalm 127:1-2  “Building a Christian Home”
10/25  Psalm 142:1-7  “Compassionate Concern”

Vern Beckman, Team Leader
Nicole Wilkins & Nate Wilkins

Pastoral Relations Ministry Team



Christian Education Ministry Team
Life Application Classes
Below is the summary of our current Life Application 
Classes being offered on Sunday mornings at 9:00AM. 
If you are not currently attending one of these classes, 
please know that you are always welcome. If you have 
any questions, please contact anyone on the Christian 
Ed team. 

• Be One of Us class is studying Max Lucado's "Help 
is Here: Finding Fresh Strength and Purpose in the 
Power of the Holy Spirit"  
• The Willing Workers class is starting the book - 
"Jesus, the God Who Knows Your Name" by Max 
Lucado.
• The Young Adult class is “Bible Studies for Life: 
Adult Daily Discipleship Guide” by Lifeway Christian 
Resources
• Senior High Youth continue weekly Bible trivia and 
working through “Talk Sheets” based on passages from 
the Gospels. 
• We currently have Life Application classes for both 
Lower and Upper Elementary.
• And thanks to Tracy Gordy we have a Nursery 
Teacher if needed! 

 We are grateful for all the teachers who are committed 
to preparing weekly lessons, Biblical studies, and 
discussions.  

Sunday Evening Bible Study
Pastor Len is leading a verse-by-verse Bible study on 
the book of Daniel. The Bible study meets each Sunday 
evening from 5:00-5:45 in the Be One of Us class area. 
All are welcome to come any time you can make it. 

DVDs and CDs for Sale
The library receive new donations of some CDs and 
DVDs - on the table with the books that are for sale in 
the hallway. Suggested donation $1.00 each.

As always, we invite your input. Give us your ideas, 
suggestions, areas of interest, and we welcome 
volunteers to lead or participate. 

Jeff Tuholski, Team Leader
Marcia Troup & Denise Tuholski

In the last several years the Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship 
library has received a lot of donations and we are 
expecting more. Most of these have been non-fiction.  
Consequently, we are running out of space for these 
newer books. The Christian Education Ministry Team 
has counselled us about how to remove some of the 
older book and those that have not been used.  Your 
librarians started this process in early September.

All of the books, CDs, and videos for sale that have 
been on the table in the hall will be taken to Thrift at 
Woodland Crossing (the old Pierre Moran Mall) on 
Hively Ave. in Elkhart. We choose this because they are 
the same as The Depot in Goshen. Both of these thrift 
stores are run by Mennonite Central Committee (MCC). 
Their proceeds go to mission work. Their website says, 
“Shopping with MCC Thrift, you’ll save money, find 
eco-friendly deals on gently-used items, and help people 
locally and globally—it’s shopping with a heart and a 
conscience!”

The books that we are being removed from the library 
will be placed on that table for you to buy if you 
wish. We recommend $1.00 each but leave it to your 
discretion. All proceeds will go to the library fund to 
help pay for library supplies.  After some time, these 
older books that have not been sold, will also be taken 
to the MCC thrift store. Thank you for your support of 
your church library.

Your Librarians:
Marcia Troup & Pat Gordy

October Library Update

Join us in ministry! Assist to bring song, 
connection, & message to our beloved 

neighbors at these two facilities:

Elkhart Place 
Thurs., Oct 15th - 2pm

2024 Co Rd 24, Elkhart, IN 46517

Milton Adult Day Services 
Thurs., Oct. 22nd - 2:15pm 

111 Sunnybrook Ct, South Bend, IN 46637



Paper Hygiene Pantry 
Our Pantry is open the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month. Thank you church for your continued support 
as we help our neighbors in need!

Mission of the Month 
Faith Mission of Elkhart continues as our Mission 
for October. Faith Mission offers shelter, meals, and 
means of self-improvement to the homeless and 
others. To support this ministry mark your giving 
envelope Faith Mission.

Trunk or Treat
The annual Osceola Trunk or Treat is October 24th, 
11 -2pm at Fern Hunsberger Park.  Shepherds Heart 
is joining this community event.  Look for a sign up 
sheet in the narthex to save a spot for your Trunk! 
 
Community Meal 
Our Community Meal in October is a Potato Bar and 
Salad, hosted by Fred & Sally!  Be sure to sign up in 
the Narthex so they know how much to prepare! Join 
us on October 28th, at 6pm for a delicious potato with 
your favorite toppings!!

St Joe County CROP Hunger Walk
The CROP Walk is Sunday, September 20th. You can 
support this ministry by signing up as a team member 
to collect donations, donate to our team, and/or 
come walk with us on the 21st. We've already raised 
$1100! The walk is scheduled to begin at 2:00p.m. and 
leave from Zion Church in South Bend across from 
Howard Park. Please help us fight hunger - one step at 
a time! 

Denise Tuholski, Team Leader
Jeff Tuholski & Katie Hipsher

Missions & Evangelism Ministry Team

One of the easiest ways to help is to go to their 
wish list and order things from Amazon for 
them. You can purchase wish list items to be 
shipped directly to St. Margaret’s House. Learn 
more online at stmargaretshouse.org/GET-
INVOVED.
Ship-to address is 117 N. Lafayette Blvd, South 
Bend, IN 46601

St. Margaret's House

Hands of the King 
We often think of a burden as something that pulls 
us down, but in God’s hands, our shared weights can 
be what draws us closer together. If you are walking 
through a season that feels heavier than usual, please 
remember needing support isn’t a lack of faith - it’s an 
opportunity for community.

You do not have to carry it yourself. Reach out to our 
Lord, to Hands of the King; connect with this small 
group, simply let our community be your friend in this 
trying time of need. Let’s be a church that carries the 
load together. Our church family is here to pray with 
you, walk beside you, and remind you of the One who 
holds us all.

Frame burden not as a solo test of endurance, but as 
an invitation to lean on the body Christ. Galatians 6:2 
directly calls the church to “Bear one another’s burdens 
and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Through Hands of the King, we recently provided a 
child with their very first bed frame and twin mattress-
giving them a place of comfort that is entirely their 
own. From delivering essential home appliances like 
washer and dryers to providing hot meals, groceries, and 
housing assistance, this ministry delivers tangible relief 
when families need it most. Every gift, large or small, 
transforms many lives across our community.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. May light and 
peace attend your path.

Hands of the King Committee
Jess Gordy, Katie Hipsher, Brent Zumbrun, Len Smith




