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Gospel July
 Grapevine
“I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me and I in him, 

he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5

Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship
58362 Beech Road, Osceola, IN 46561 
shfellowship@att.net   |   574-679-4519

2026

Sunday Worship Service: 10am     |     Life Application Classes: 9am      |     Music Rehearsals: 8:15am 

As we step into the warmth of July, our schedules 
often shift. Vacations, backyard barbecues, and lazy 
afternoons become the norm. In the busyness of the 
rest of the year, we can easily forget the importance of 
simply pausing.

In the Bible, the seventh month of the 
biblical calendar was often marked by 
feasts, trumpets, and a designated time 
to step back from daily labor. July, as the 
seventh month of our modern Gregorian 
calendar, offers us a similar invitation: a 
chance to embrace a holy pause. 

Jesus often withdrew from the crowds to 
quiet places to pray and rest. In Mark 6:31, 
He tells His disciples, "Come with me by yourselves 
to a quiet place and get some rest." If the Son of God 
needed time to step away, recharge, and commune with 
the Father, how much more do we?

Often, we view our faith through the lens of 
productivity—what we are doing for the church, our 
families, and our community. But there is deep spiritual 
value in simply being rather than always doing. God 
designed us to need rest. Taking time to appreciate the 
beauty of creation, spend unhurried time in prayer, or 
enjoy fellowship with loved ones is a form of worship in 
itself. 

As you navigate this summer month, I encourage you to 
embrace the slower, sacred rhythm of July:

Unplug: Take a few moments each week away from 
screens to be still.

Summer Resilience & Rest

Pastor Len Smith - lensmith@tkimail.com  |  574-535-4269

Reflect: Spend time reading scripture outdoors or simply 
thanking God for His daily blessings.

Reconnect: Enjoy a meal and genuine conversation with 
family, friends, or a neighbor.

 
 Rest isn't a reward we earn; it is a gift from 
God. Let us use this season to recharge our 
spirits, so we may return to our ministries 
and daily lives with renewed energy, grace, 
and joy.

For the month of July, a perfect verse is 
Psalm 29:11: "The LORD gives strength to 
his people; the LORD blesses his people with 
peace." It is an ideal reminder of resilience 
and rest during the warm summer days.  

Cindy Carlisle
Leadership Team Chair

Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team

In June we had a carry-in lunch which was a great 
time for all.

On Sunday, July 26, we will be 
going to the SB Cubs baseball 
game at 2pm. We have 30 tickets 
available, so be sure to sign up 
soon! 
 
Blessings,
Melba Beckman, Team Leader
Sally Whitmer, Tracey Gordy, & Cheryl Frick



HOBBY NIGHT HOBBY NIGHT 
ON BREAK until Oct. 2ndON BREAK until Oct. 2nd

Community Meal
Wed., July 22nd, 6pm

Serving:
TBD

Let us know if you'd like to HOST!  
Reimbursement available.

Paper & Hygiene
 Products Pantry 

OPENS AGAIN 
Wed., July 8th, 6-7pm

Volunteers to pray & pass out bags - 
join us at 5:30pm

ALL donations appreciated

Sat., July 11th, 9am

Leadership Team MeetingLeadership Team Meeting
Thurs., July 16th, 6:30pm Thurs., July 16th, 6:30pm 



Upcoming Ladies Events
 July 23rd - 

Picnic supper in the Church woods
At 6:00 pm. Bring a dish to share, Tammy 
will provide sandwich and drink. Signup 

sheet is in the narthex for you to sign up.

September 25th - 
Teacup Gnome Craft and snack event - 
you will need your own teacup. So, you 

can start shopping for one. (Cup and 
Saucer) The rest of the material for this 

craft will be provided for a cost.

October 18th (Sunday) at 2:00 pm - 
Sister Act 2 at the Learner Theater tickets 

will be $35- can reserve your spot now 
with Tammy. 

Please remember to save any small jars 
we can use for our Hot Cocoa mix in 

December.

Thanks, Tammy Victor 
- Ladies' Ministries Leader

We welcome all Seniors 60 years and better to 
join our program and access daily nutritional 

meals while increasing your socialization. 
(A person who is underage may attend with 

their age-eligible spouse present. They may not 
attend alone. A disabled dependent may attend 

with their age-eligible parent present.)
Meals are prepared fresh daily in the RS Kitchen.

Shepherd's Heart is open for this service 
each Monday-Friday, 10:00am-1:30pm, closed 

for holidays.

This is a donation-based program and your 
donation directly impacts the number of seniors 
we can help. We gratefully accept whatever you 

can comfortably afford. 

To make a reservation, please call or email 
our Site director, Grace Brubaker:

(574) 674-6503, osceolans@realservices.org 
Reservations must be made 2 days in advance.

We look forward to serving you!

REAL SERVICES  REAL SERVICES  
SENIOR MEAL SITE SENIOR MEAL SITE 

Real Services BINGO! Real Services BINGO! 
Every TuesdayEvery Tuesday

10:30am-11:30am10:30am-11:30am
Come and Have Fun!

Rules:
• Up to 2 cards only

• You can win as many times you bingo.
• You can pass your bingo winnings to 

another person.
• Come in late: Pick-up on the next game.

4 ways to win: 
A straight line (Horizontal, Vertical, or 

Diagonal) or Four Corners.

Donation Items would be appreciated!
(NOT used, Outdated items, Old, or Worn out)

Thank You! Site Director Grace
(574) 674-6503

Save the Date!Save the Date!
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BLESSED IS THE NATION on Its  
250th Birthday
by Pastor Len Smith

We read in I Timothy 2:1-3 (NIV); I urge, then first of 
all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone - for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness. This is good and pleases God 
our Savior.

In this text Paul encourages us to pray with thanksgiving 
for all those who exercise authority over us. I believe 
we need to pray for those at all levels of government 
who have been elected or appointed to govern us. We 
need to pray for our leaders at the national, state, and 
local level. We need to pray for them whether they are 
Democrats, Independents, or Republicans. But we also 
need to remember that the church, the bride of Christ, is 
international in scope. Some Christians find themselves 
living in democracies and others find themselves living 
in dictatorships. Nevertheless, Christians need to 
pray for those in authority over them. I lived for one 
year in a South American dictatorship in Argentina 
during 1969-1970.  There were few political freedoms 
in Argentina at that time.  Political protest could mean 
arrest, imprisonment, torture, or even death. However, 
Christians were praying that they could live quiet and 
peaceable lives. Finally, in 1983 democracy was restored 
to Argentina.

Americans can give thanks to the Lord for the 
economic, political, and religious freedoms that we 
enjoy under our form of government for the last 250 
years. We can be grateful that our ancestors were 
allowed to enter this land. Although this continent 
contained only 16.2 % of the land area of this earth, 
geographers have estimated that in 1800 North America 
had over half of the world’s coal reserves in addition to 
25% of its iron ore and petroleum reserves.  America 
also had the world’s largest commercially usable 
forest reserves at that time. Perhaps most importantly, 
God endowed American with the largest and most 
productive area of unused agricultural land in the 
world. Even today America is still one of the few nations 
that can feed itself and export food to feed millions of 
hungry people around the globe.

I thank God that four of my Ukrainian great 
grandparents were able to escape starvation in Eastern 
Europe to come to America before World War I. I thank 

*Pastor Len will be at Annual Conference 6/28-7/2 
Pastor Len is available by appointment Wednesday 
Evenings - Sundays. Please call or email to schedule:
lensmith@tkimail.com; 574-535-4269 
Office will be CLOSED on July 3rd for the holiday 
and OPEN instead on July 2nd.
The church office is open Mon/Wed/Fri, 9am-Noon.

Here is a preview of messages in July:
7/5 - Psalm 33:1-11  “The Lord’s Plans”   
7/12 - Psalm 39:1-7  “Call Waiting …”                                       
7/19 - Psalm 127:3-5  “The Value of Children”                       
7/26 - Psalm 130:1-8  “Attics, Basements, Closets, 
				    Drawers”
Vern Beckman, Team Leader
Nicole Wilkins & Nate Wilkins

Pastoral Relations Ministry Team

God that my ancestors from Ireland were allowed to 
come to America before the American Civil War to 
enjoy better economic opportunities. Finally, I thank 
God that my predecessors from England, France, 
Germany, Holland, Switzerland, and Wales were able 
to flee religious persecution and come to colonial 
America to worship in a quiet and peaceful manner.

When you celebrate the Fourth of July this year, 
the 250th birthday of the United States of America, 
especially take time to pray for all of our political 
authorities and to thank God for the economic 
opportunities, political rights, and religious freedoms 
our civil authorities allow us to enjoy every day of 
the year. America has truly been blessed or set apart 
from most of the other nations found on this planet.  
For as Psalm 33:12 declares, Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord.

We had a deacon meeting on May 17th, and discussed 
plans for Love feast later this year. Together we are 
reviewing the care section in the deacon's manual.

We have also visited people that have been in the 
hospital/rehab places. 

If anyone has a need or concern, please reach out to 
anyone of us. Our next Deacon meeting is August 16th, 
2026 

Phil Carlisle, Shepherding Team Chair
Cindy Carlisle, Teresa Smith, Jeff & Denise Tuholski

Shepherding Team



Christian Education Ministry Team
Life Application Classes
Below is the summary of our current Life Application 
Classes being offered on Sunday mornings at 9:00AM. 
If you are not currently attending one of these classes, 
please know that you are always welcome. If you have 
any questions, please contact anyone on the Christian 
Ed team. 
• Be One of Us class is studying God Never Gives Up 
on You by Max Lucado. 
• The Willing Workers class is starting the book - 
"Esther - A Woman of Strength & Dignity" by Charles 
R. Swindoll..
• The Young Adult class is studying a book by John 
MacArthur titled: GENESIS 1-11 "Creation, Sin, and 
the Nature of God."
• Senior High Youth continue weekly Bible trivia and 
working through “Talk Sheets” based on passages from 
the Gospels. 
• We currently have Life Application classes for both 
Lower and Upper Elementary.
• And thanks to Tracy Gordy we now have a Nursery 
Teacher if needed! 

 We are grateful for all the teachers who are committed 
to preparing weekly lessons, Biblical studies, and 
discussions.  

Vacation Bible school
This year's VBS  was held Saturday June 20th from 2:00 
to 5:00 PM with a dinner following. We partnered with 
Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) for an afternoon  
Teaching the children of our community Bible lessons 
through fun games, activities and songs. 

This month I want to draw your attention to a book 
titled:  The Tabernacle: Shadows of the Messiah, by 
David McLevy. This book talks about the sacrifices, 
services, and the priesthood. We have referred to this 
book during our Sunday night Bible study on Hebrews 
because it gives a great background and much more 
detail of the tabernacle, as referred to in Hebrews 8-10. 

As we continue to highlight the DVDs located on the 
shelf to the left as you enter the library that were used 
back when we were doing Movie Night, this month 
let’s look at The Listening 
Road which is a “docu-series 
that captures Neil Tomba’s 
remarkable 33-day journey 
cycling 3,000 miles across 
the United States. Each day 
in the journey is presented 
through both the lens of 
landscapes, hardship, and 
conversations captured 
on camera along with a narration provided by Neil 
reflecting on the experiences for him and his cycling 
team.” Neil is a pastor from Dallas, Texas.

These DVD’s have been placed in the library for anyone 
to take for viewing, but you do not need to check them 
out like a book. Just take, view, and return for others to 
view.  You are on the honor system! 

Your Librarians:
Marcia Troup & Pat Gordy

July Library Update

Sunday Evening Bible Study
Pastor Len is leading a verse-by-verse Bible study on the 
book of Hebrews. The Bible study meets each Sunday 
evening from 5:00-5:45 in the Be One of Us class area. 
All are welcome to come any time you can make it. 

DVDs and CDs for Sale
Tthe library receive new donations of some CDs and 
DVDs - on the table with the books that are for sale in 
the hallway. Suggested donation $1.00 each.

As always, we invite your input. Give us your ideas, 
suggestions, areas of interest, and we welcome 
volunteers to lead or participate. 

Jeff Tuholski, Team Leader
Marcia Troup & Denise Tuholski



		  	

Everence Update
GETTING STRONG 

MIGHT TAKE LESS TIME THAN 
YOU THINK 

Building strength and muscle is important 
for an aging body, yet most Americans don’t 
lift weights or practice muscle-strengthening 

exercises, according to NPR. While many 
say it’s lack of time, exercise physiologists 

argue that even a minimum dose can help 
make meaningful progress. One physiologist, 

a professor at Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, reviewed studies on 

resistance training and found that a beginner 
could start with one 30-minute workout a 
week for the first three months and work 

their way up. Even doing the minimal amount 
can bring health benefits, as long as enough 

effort is put into the workout.
		  (From Toolkit, Spring 2026 issue)

 Marcia Troup
Stewardship Advocate

Paper and Hygiene Products Pantry
In June we distributed 33 sets of paper and hygiene 
pantry supplies. Many thanks to our faithful 
volunteers and to all our church family who donate 
money and products to our ministry

Community Meals
In May Grace Brubaker from Real Services hosted 
and  served an authentic  Mexican meal enjoyed 
by 50 friends and members of the church!  In June 
the missions team served pulled pork and mac and 
cheese.

 We are still looking for volunteers to host the 
July community meal . If you are interested in 
volunteering for the July meal or an upcoming  
community meal, please see Jeff or Denise with any 
questions about planning and preparing a meal, and 
being reimbursed for expenses. 

Mission of the Month

Our supported mission for July and August is 
Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN), the Church of 
the Brethren in Nigeria. EYN is the largest national 
body of the Church of the Brethren in the world. With 
a vibrant history of nearly 100 years EYN has placed a 
high emphasis on education, health, and agriculture. 
Today EYN continues to be ravaged by attacks from 
the militant group Boko Haram. To support this 
ministry mark your giving envelope for EYN.

Upcoming events:
Osceola Music Festival - August 10, 11 and 12
CROP Hunger Walk  - September  

Denise Tuholski, Team Leader
Jeff Tuholski & Katie Hipsher

Missions & Evangelism Ministry Team

There are many ways to help St. Margaret’s 
House.  One of the easiest ways is to go to their 
wishlist and order things from Amazon for them. 
Go to stmargaretshouse.org/get-involved to 
get started. You can purchase wishlist items to be 
shipped directly to St. Margaret’s House. The list is 
sorted in order of greatest need. 
 
GROUND BREAKING CELEBRATION  
St Margaret's met their capital campaign goals to 
being work on a new building. You can help to ensure 
that women will find a gentle welcome, a hot meal, or a 
sister to support her through turbulence when she comes 
here. Gifts to St. Margaret’s House ensures that our 
impact will grow with our expanded space. Will you join 
us in building compassion for women in South Bend?
Make a gift today!

Thank you for all of the ways that you continue to show 
women in our community that they are seen and loved. 
Your support truly makes a difference!

St. Margaret's House



ANNUAL CONFERENCE WORSHIP LIVESTREAM 
The daily worship services at the 2026 Annual 
Conference of the Church of the Brethren will be 
livestreamed and available free of charge with no 
registration required, although donations will be 
appreciated. 

Annual Conference takes place in Fort Wayne, Ind., on 
June 28 to July 2.

The worship livestream can be viewed at 
www.brethren.org/ac2026/webcasts 

District News Notes

Hands of the King 
Mr Rogers once said “When I was a boy and I would 
see scary things in the news, my mother would say to 
me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people 
that are helping.’”

These wise words from America's favorite neighbor 
say exactly what we as Christians are supposed to be 
in the world. God wants us to be the helpers to people 
around us who are in need.

We don't have much to report this month regarding 
projects because things have been fairly quiet. We 
have been keeping in contact with people who we have 
worked with in the past.  

We are also still looking for new people to join our 
team. If you have gifts in administration and record-
keeping please prayerfully consider joining us. If that's 
not your area of expertise but you feel lead to helpm 
we'd love to have you join us, too.  

We also thank you for your support and prayers.  
Situations where people need our help can pop up at 
a moments notice, so we thank you for supporting us 
and giving us the ability to do what we do.

If you know of anyone who may be in need of help, 
please feel free to contact any of us. Also, please don't 
hesitate to contact any of us if you have questions or 
would like to join the team.

Thank You,
Hands of the King Committee
Katie Hipsher, Jess Gordy, Brent Zumbrun

either live-starting with the Sunday evening worship 
service at 6:45 p.m. (Eastern time) on June 28--or 
later via recordings.  Read more at: www.brethren.
org/news/2026/annual-conference-worship-
livestreamed

DISTRICT CONFERENCE - SAVE THE DATE
September 18 - 19, 2026
Camp Alexander Mack, Milford, IN
Moderator: Anna Lisa Gross
Moderator-Elect: Evan Garber

DUANE GRADY BIKE FUNDRAISER FOR HEIFER 
INTERNATIONAL
Duane Grady of Goshen, Ind., an ordained minister 
in the Church of the Brethren and a former member 
of the denominational staff, has announced a 
bicycling fundraiser. “After a 50 year hiatus, I’m biking 
across Iowa again this summer and while doing so, 
hope to raise some money for Heifer International.” 
Find out more at https://fundraise.heifer.org/
fundraiser/7186915

TIMBERCREST
The Timbercrest Sewing Sister group makes quilts/
comforters for the Linus project. We would appreciate 
donations of quality cotton quilting fabric (fat qtrs 
and larger).  Cheerful colors and juvenile prints are 
appreciated.

GLOBAL FOOD INITIATIVE GRANTS CAN 
HELP CHURCHES ADDRESS HUNGER IN THEIR 
COMMUNITIES - By Jenn Hosler

 Did you know that the Church of the Brethren’s 
Global Food Initiative (GFI) grants can help churches 
address hunger in their communities? GFI grants can 
support church-based community gardens, nutrition 
education, cooking classes, food pantries, community 
meals, blessing boxes, and more.

Read more at www.brethren.org/news/2025/gfi-helps-
churches-address-hunger

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE 2026
National Youth Conference 2026 will take place July 
18-23, 2026, at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes 
Park, Colorado. The theme for NYC 2026 is “Light 
Within Us,” based on Matthew 5:14-16. Youth who 
have finished 9th grade through their first year of 



college (or age equivalent) are invited to attend with 
adult advisors. This will be a week full of fellowship, 
worship, service projects, recreation, and so much 
more!

To register, visit www.brethren.org/nyc. The cost 
of NYC is $625 for early bird registration, $650 for 
regular registration, and $675 for late registration.

If you have any questions, reach out to Rachel Johnson 
(rjohnson@brethren.org).
CAMP MACK
New this year are summer Day Camps! Do your kids 
struggle to spend the night away from home? Day 
Camps are a new opportunity this summer for campers 
to experience all the fun camp adventures without 
spending the night yet. Daily drop off: 8–8:30 a.m. 
Lunch and snacks are included. Pickup: 4:30–5 p.m. 
Thursday evening gives an optional chance to try out 
an overnight at camp together. This includes dinner, 
activities, snacks, and vespers, and breakfast. $160 for 
the week. $20/adult for the Thursday overnight option.

We need you this summer! If you or someone you 
know would be a great counselor or health checker, 
contact Program Director Jessie Kreider at jessk@
campmack.org. 

Camp Mack is hiring a Capital Projects Manager. There 
are so many exciting projects coming up. We need 
expert guidance through these.

**Camp Alexander Mack is looking for a Capital 
Projects Manager to coordinate the construction of 
several projects over the next three years. The position 
begins in early August and is expected to end during 
the summer of 2029. This is an on-site position 
averaging 12-15 hours per week. The Capital Projects 
Manager will coordinate some volunteer work and 
work with independent contractors. The job requires a 
great deal of schedule flexibility and the demonstrated 
ability to work independently. Experience in managing 
construction projects and working with independent 
contractors is a necessity. To request the position 
description, compensation, or more information 
contact Camp Mack Executive Director Gene 
Hollenberg at info@campmack.org.

C   A   M   P      M   A   C   K    
O  
R   
N  
E  
R   

Register for summer camp! Campmack.org                                           
Counselors needed: 
Samplers, July 5-7 (2 male/ 2 female) 
Seekers 1, July 5-10 (1 male) 
Followers, July 5-10 (1 male/ 1 female) 
Samplers 2, July 5-10 (1 male) 
Seekers 2, July 12-17 (1 male) 
Finders 2, July 12-17 (2 male/ 1 female) 
Splash, July 12-17 (2 male/ 1 female) 
Day Camp 2, July 20-24 (1 male) 
These wonderful volunteers spend the week with a cabin 
of up to 8 campers. Lodging and meals are provided. 
Counselors must be at least 18 years old. Counselors in 
Training (CITs) begin at age 14 and are placed in a cabin 
with a counselor. Share a special week at camp. If you 
are able to counsel or perform quick health checks as 
campers arrive, contact jessk@campmack.org.  
Upcoming Events: 
*Grades are grade completed at the time of camp  
July 5–7 Samplers (Grades 1 & 2) 
July 5–10 Seekers (Grades 3–4), Finders (Grades 5–6),    
 Followers (Grades 7–9), Eco-Adventure (Grades 5–6),  
July 5–11 Survivor (Grades 6–9) 
July 8–10 Samplers (Grades 1 & 2) 
July 12–17 Seekers (Grades 3–4), Finders (Grades 5–6),  
 Splash (Grades 5–8) 
July 20–24 Day Camp (Kindergarten–6) 
July 26–31 Adventure Camp (Grades 6–11) 
August 2–4 Grand Camp (Grandkids ages 5–10,  
 Grandparents of all ages) 
-Target Sports, Creative Arts, and Culinary will no 
longer run this summer.  
Young Adult Retreat: August 7–9 
Colony Family Camp: August 14–16. Relax with family 
at camp! Bring your own meals & join the potlucks.  
Sailing 101 Get-A-Way Day: August 15 
Older Adult Retreat (OAR) Day: August 29 
(registration available soon) 
Labor Day Family Camp: September 4–7. Bring your 
family to camp for a weekend of memories.  
Women Creating Community and Men Creating 
Community: monthly starting again this fall 
Camp is hiring a Capital Projects Manager.  
Thank you for your continued support! We are sincerely 
grateful that you volunteer, donate, and pray. 
Prayer Request: Please pray for campers and staff, for 
endurance, meaningful experiences, & God’s guidance.  

 

July 

C 

Website: http://www.campmack.org 
Phone: 574-658-4831 | Email: info@campmack.org 
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